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Rule Debatable? Vote? Interrupt 
Speaker? 

Description 

1.1 Point of 
Personal Privilege 

No No Yes Used if there is something preventing 
a delegate’s participation in the 
proceedings (cannot hear the speaker, 
lack of decorum, etc.) 

1.2 Point of Order No No Yes Used to point out a misuse of the rules 
1.3 Right of Reply No No No Used if a delegate’s country or person 

has been specifically targeted in a 
speech 

1.4 Point of 
Parliamentary 
Inquiry 

No No No Used to ask the chair a question 
regarding procedure during a 
committee session. 

1.5 Point of 
Information 

No No No Ask a question of a speaker at the end 
of their speech (only if speaker has 
yielded to points of information, or 
failed to yield) 

2.1 Adjourn No Majority No Closes the committee proceedings at 
the end of the conference 

2.2 Recess No Majority No Motion to suspend proceedings until 
the next committee session 

2.3 Suspension of 
the Rules 

1 speaker for Majority No Moves the body out of formal debate 
into informal debate; usually used to 
discuss new resolutions or crisis 
situations 

2.4 Caucus No Majority No Motion to have a period of time in 
which to discuss issues less formally 
    2.4.a Moderated Caucus: Mover 
must state purpose, length of caucus, 
and speaker’s time; the Chair will call 
on all representatives wishing to speak 
    2.4.b Unmoderated Caucus: Mover 
must state purpose and length of 
caucus; representatives are free to 
move about the room for the purpose 
of discussion during caucus 

3.2 Close Debate 1 speaker 
for / 2 against 

2/3 
Majority 

No Motion to close debate and move into 
voting procedure 

3.6 Close Speaker’s 
List 

1 speaker for / 
1 against 

2/3 
Majority 

No Limits speakers list by closing it so no 
further representatives can be added to 
the list 

3.7 Reopen 
Speaker’s List 

1 speaker for / 
1 against 

Majority No Motion in order as long as at least one 
country was on list when it was closed 

     



     
4.1 Division of the 
Question 

1 speaker for / 
1 against 

Majority No 4.1.a Motion to vote on operative 
clauses of a resolution separately 
4.1.b Proposes how to divide the 
clauses 

4.2 Roll Call Vote No 1/5 No Motion to take votes in alphabetical 
order of country, with representatives  
voting “yes”, “no” or “abstain” 

5.1 Amend a 
Resolution 

No Majority No 5.1.a Friendly Amendments: If all 
sponsors verbally consent to an 
amendment, it shall be passed into the 
resolution. 
5.1.b Unfriendly Amendments: If at 
least one sponsor does not consent to 
the resolution, the amendment moves 
into debating procedure. Debate 
alternates between speakers for and 
against the amendment; once debate is 
exhausted, it requires a simple 
majority for the amendment to pass. 

5.2 Introduce a 
Resolution 

No 20% of 
body as 
signatories 

No All resolutions must be submitted in 
writing to the Chair for approval 
before being placed on the floor for 
debate. Once a resolution has been 
approved and distributed to the body, 
it will be debatable only after one of 
the sponsors moves the resolution onto 
the floor during a formal speech. The 
Chair shall suspend the sponsors’ 
speaking time in order for the sponsor 
to read aloud the resolution and 
entertain non-substantive questions 
regarding the resolution. 

6.1 Change the 
Agenda 

1 speaker for / 
1 against 

Majority No Motion to change the order in which 
agenda items are discussed; must 
include specific changes proposed 

*Note: On the Security Council, a majority is 9 votes, a 2/3 majority is 11 votes, and 1/5 
or 20% of the body is 3 countries. 


